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Outline 

• Part 1:  About CSWE Government 
Relations & the Public Policy Initiative 

 

• Part 2: Overview of CSWE Advocacy 
Activities 

 

• Part 3: Technical Assistance and Q&A 
• Federal Loan Programs 

• Public Service Loan Forgiveness 

• Income Based Repayment  

• Pay as You Earn 

• Income Contingent Repayment 
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• Began in 2008 to develop and implement a strategic and 
coordinated public policy agenda for social work education and 
serving the needs of vulnerable populations. 

 

• Four basic principles: 
– Debt Load and Loan Forgiveness 

– Higher Education and Accreditation Policy 

– Fostering a Skilled and Diverse Workforce 

– Ally Building 

 

• Audiences:  
– United States Congress 

– Federal agencies 

– Likeminded organizations 

– General public 
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Snapshot of CSWE Advocacy and 
Outreach 

• Attend Advisory Committee on Student 
Financial Assistance meetings 

• Engage with Members of Congress, 
Congressional staff, and the public on Student 
Loan Interest Rates 

• Work through formal advocacy mechanisms  

– Annual funding bills 

– Higher Education Act reauthorization 
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Social Workers in Congress 

• Social Workers in Congress: 
‒ Sen. Mikulski (D-MD)  

‒ Sen. Stabenow (D-MI) 

‒ Rep. Davis (D-CA) 

‒ Rep. Gutierrez (D-IL) 

‒ Rep. Tsongas (D-MA) 

‒ Rep. Lee (D-CA) 

‒ Rep. Schwartz (D-PA) 

‒ Rep. Shea-Porter (D-NH) 

‒ Rep. Sinema (D-AZ) 

 

• Congressional Social Work Caucus  
‒ Purpose: Elevate social work on Capitol Hill, provide information to 

Members of Congress about social work, and support legislation 
that would yield positive outcomes for the profession.  
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Obama Student Affordability Plan 

• 2013 State of the Union 

• August speech at SUNY Buffalo 

• Goals 

– Paying for performance 

– Promoting innovation and competition 

– Ensuring that student debt remains affordable 

• Legislative vs. regulatory proposals 

• Timeline 
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• No interest in school 

• Fixed interest   

• 3.86% 

• Repay later  

 

Subsidized  Unsubsidized 

• Interest accrues in school 

• Fixed interest   

• 3.86% 

• Repay later  

 

Direct Loans 

Unsubsidized  

• Interest accrues in school 

• Fixed interest   

• 3.86% 

• Repay later  
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Perkins Loans 

• School is the lender 

• Interest is 5% 

• Funding is limited and not all schools 
participate 

• Funding is variable  

• Need based 
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Public Service Loan Forgiveness 

• The Deal: 

– Certain Public Service Positions can have loans 
forgiven after  
• 120 on-time, scheduled, monthly payments after Oct. 1, 

2007 

• Which are with a qualifying public service organization 
(See Handout) 

• And while in a qualifying repayment plan (IBR, ICR, PYE)   

– How? There is the form!  
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Income Based Repayment 

• You must sign up for this benefit (online and 
taxes completed) 

• Repayment is = AGI – 150% of poverty / 12 x .15  

• After 25 years, loans are forgiven 

• Taxes must be paid on any forgiven amounts. 
Still a good deal, though.  

• Renew each year 

 



C O U N C I L   O N   S O C I A L   W O R K   E D U C A T I O N   •   5 9 T H   A N N U A L   M E E T I N G 

Pay as You Earn 

• Pay over 20 years 

• 10% of discretionary income 

– Income minus poverty  

• Some useful interest calculations 

• Public Service Forgiveness eligible 

• Likely taxed if forgiven 
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Income Contingent Repayment 

• 25 year repayment 

• 20% of discretionary 

• Or what a 12 year repayment would be and 
multiplied by an income % factor (very few 
would fall under this) 
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Use the Tools 
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Use the Tools 
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Use the Tools 
$70,000  
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Use the Tools 
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Studentloans.gov 
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Default 

• 270 days without payment 

• Reported to credit bureaus 

• May garner wages and tax refunds 

• May pursue law suits: liens, assets  

• May not be eligible for Federal, State, 

or local contracts 

• 7 years on credit report  
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Questions? 


