
 

 

 

FAQs for 2020–2021 Doctoral Application 
 

1. I received my master’s degree in another field; am I eligible to apply for the fellowship? 
o No; a social work master’s degree from a CSWE-accredited program is required to apply to the 

doctoral fellowship. 
 

2. I have been working in the field for more than five years and do not have a class assignment to submit for 
the writing sample. What should I use? 

o You have the option to submit an original conceptual or theoretical paper presenting the 
foundation(s) of your approach to behavioral health services for racial/ethnic minority population(s). 
Please see the full Instructions for Applicants for more details. 
 

3. My writing sample is longer than 30 pages, but the page limit is 15 pages. What should I do? 
o You may select a portion of your paper not to exceed 15 pages; please make note of this on a cover 

page. 
 

4. I have a publication that was written with a co-author. May I submit this for the writing sample? 
o No; if you are submitting an article published in a refereed journal, you must be the sole author.  

 
5. I received my official transcript as a secured PDF. How do I upload this? 

o If you have an encrypted official PDF transcript, you may have to print out a hard copy and then scan 
it as a nonencrypted PDF before uploading it to SurveyMonkey Apply.  
 

6. I received my MSW from a school in another country but am now a U.S. Permanent Resident/Citizen and 
in a U.S. doctoral program. May I apply? 

o To apply, you need to provide documentation that the MSW degree you’ve received is recognized as 
comparable to a CSWE-accredited program.  If you already have this letter from the International 
Social Work Degree Recognition and Evaluation Service, you can upload it in one combined 
document with your MSW transcript. If you do not have a letter recognizing your degree, you can 
start the process here.  

7. How many new fellows will you be accepting? 
o The number of new fellowships depends on the number of renewing fellows and the grant award 

amount. We expect approximately 10 fellowship openings for 2020–2021. 
 

8. I am in a dual degree MSW/PhD program, am I eligible to apply? 
o Yes, you are eligible to apply. 

 

https://www.cswe.org/Centers-Initiatives/Initiatives/International-Degree-Review


9. I am pursuing a practice doctorate (DSW). May I apply? 
o Yes, those pursuing social work practice doctorates are encouraged to apply. 

 
10. My practice doctorate (DSW) program is part-time. Am I eligible to apply? 

o No, you must be enrolled full-time in your program. 
 

11. I will be defending my dissertation in May 2021. Am I eligible to apply for the fellowship for my last year 
of the doctoral program? 

o Yes. However, you would become an alumnus of the fellowship program after graduation and would 
not continue to receive monthly stipend checks. 
 

12. I am applying to doctoral programs. Should I apply for the MFP doctoral fellowship now, or should I wait 
until I am enrolled as a full-time student? 

o If you are in the process of applying to a doctoral program and do not yet have documentation of 
admission, you must complete information on the MFP application form about where you have 
applied and when notification of acceptance is expected. You must submit your application without 
this documentation by March 17 at 5:00 pm ET. You will then need to submit the documentation of 
admission no later than April 17, 2020, at 5:00 pm ET, or your application will not be considered by 
the review committee.  

 
13. I’m having trouble finding a recommender who has had doctoral-level training. Can I use someone else? 

o The review committee encourages, but does not require, that at least two of the three 
recommendations be filled out by individuals who have completed a doctoral degree. Please select 
individuals who can best discuss your academic, clinical, and community work. 

 
14. Why is the recommender’s deadline before the application deadline? 

o The earlier deadline of March 16 provides you time to finalize and submit your application package 
when recommendations are complete. You will not be able to submit your complete application 
until your recommenders have submitted their recommendations and you have marked the task as 
complete. 
 

15. Do you have any other tips or suggestions? 
o Be aware of the deadlines and submit your application early. This way, if there are any issues, they 

can be resolved early rather than at the last moment.  It is also advisable to give your 
recommenders plenty of time to complete their recommendations and to have back-up 
recommenders in case your initial selections can’t come through for you.   
 

16. Do I need an official doctoral transcript? 
o If you are a current doctoral student, you must submit an official transcript. The only exception is if 

you started your doctoral program after January 2020 and do not yet have access to an official 
doctoral transcript. If this is the case, please upload a copy of your letter of admission to your 
doctoral program or other documentation of admission such as an acceptance e-mail or Verification 
of Enrollment. 
 

17. Is there tuition remission with the stipend? 
o No. Fellows receive a stipend of approximately $2,000/month. 
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