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Hartford Partnership Program for Aging Education (HPPAE)  

Talking Points for Target Audiences: Faculty Members 

Below we provide a brief, general profile and talking points matched to essential marketing 
messages for the HPPAE.  

Profile of a Faculty Member  

• Wants students to be engaged in class and to succeed after graduation 
• Became a professor in part to be a mentor and role model  
• Maintains his/her own research interests and is concerned about getting tenure 

 
Key Messages 

1. The growing number of older adults in the US is leading to an increased demand for social 
workers who specialize in aging care.. (Demand) 

Supporting Messages: 
• As educators, faculty have a professional responsibility to educate and train the next 

generation of social workers to care for aging populations.   
• It is part of the mission of social work professionals to serve underprivileged populations.  

Because of their unique role as teachers and mentors, faculty are in a powerful position to 
encourage more professionals to enter the field and meet this need.   

• An important part of this work involves helping to transform perceptions about working 
with older adults by sharing your own wisdom and experience.   

2. Developing a HPPAE will establish you as leader in the field of aging and social work. 
(Leadership) 

Supporting Messages: 
• Aging is a challenging, complex, yet relatively understudied field that is likely to generate a 

great deal of policy and scholarly interest, given the demographic shift of the country.   
• The HPPAE is a clinically rigorous program with content that connects easily to policy, 

human behavior in the social environment, research, and field.  
• The HPPAE’s early success and its openness to adaptation by those who choose to adopt it 

make it an effective tool to share and improve teaching practices.   
• The HPPAE may provide opportunities for new research directions and professional 

collaborations.   
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3. The HPPAE is effectively training the next generation of social workers in the aging care 
field. (Proven and Tested) 

Supporting Message: 
• The HPPAE is on the forefront of a growing movement to re-envision how aging care is 

taught at graduate social work programs nationwide. It opens students’ eyes to the richness 
of the field and gives them both a solid theoretical and practical foundation for future 
careers.   

4. The HPPAE is driven by innovative partnerships between universities and community-
based agencies. (Partnership Feature) 

Supporting Messages: 
• As a member of this partnership, you will be instrumental in developing a curriculum that 

blends the rigor of classroom learning with hands-on, up-to-date learning from agency-
based field work.   

• By working more closely with agency staff, you will be able to infuse and relate your own 
teaching with trends and changes in the field in “real time.”   

• The HPPAE will help elevate the aging care within the social work field as a critical area for 
both growth and innovation. 

• You will not have to reinvent the wheel to start a HPPAE. Most schools build upon their 
existing programs and faculty experience. You will also have a national network of peer 
HPPAE leaders from which to draw.    

5. At the heart of the HPPAE is a “rotational” approach to field education that places 
students in multiple agency settings. (Rotational Feature) 

Supporting Messages: 
• Your students will be able to connect and apply what they’re learning in the classroom to 

what they’re learning in the field along a continuum of care.  
• You will gain a new, active partner in teaching through the field instructor who can help 

share responsibilities and identify students’ learning needs and gaps.   
• The majority of students have identified the rotations as the major draw for their decision to 

take part in the HPPAE.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 


