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Hartford Partnership Program for Aging Education (HPPAE)  

Talking Points for Target Audiences: Students 

Below we provide a brief, general profile and talking points matched to essential marketing 
messages for the HPPAE.  

Profile of a Student 

• May have (or had) a close relationship with a grandparent 
• Motivated to devote her career to helping others 
• Looks for a challenging educational experience that will give her hands-on skills and insight 

into her potential career 
• Prepared to take risks outside her comfort zone  
 

Key Messages 

1. The growing number of older adults in the US is leading to an increased demand for social 
workers who specialize in aging care. (Demand) 

Supporting Messages: 
• Aging care is a dynamic and growing practice area in social work that is being re-envisioned 

by leading thinkers and experts in the field — and is open to new leaders and innovators.   
• The high demand makes it more likely that you will be able to secure a good job upon 

graduating.   
• Aging care is often unfairly overlooked as a practice area because of narrow public 

perception of older adults. You can help change that. 

2. The HPPAE is effectively training the next generation of social workers in the aging care 
field. (Proven and Tested) 

Supporting Messages: 
• The HPPAE is a nationally recognized program that is attracting top students and faculty to 

the field.   
• HPPAE students who took part in an evaluation of the program overwhelmingly reported 

high satisfaction with their education and said they would recommend it to others.  

3. At the heart of the HPPAE is a “rotational” approach to field education that places 
students in multiple agency settings. (Rotational Feature) 
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“The rotations have given me opportunities that I really do not expect that I will ever see again. 
How often do you have the occasion to get a full tour of a super max security prison? How many 
times will I be working with adult protective services with an investigator trying to track 
someone down in sub-zero weather?  How many times will I visit a Vet center and see the great 
work they are doing for our damaged and forgotten military?  How many times will I be able to 
spend a full day in the only geriatric psychiatric agency in the state? Education at its best.” 

‒ Ken Gates, HPPAE Graduate, University of Maine, School of Social Work 
 

Supporting Messages: 
• The majority of students identified the rotations as the major draw for their decision to take 

part in the HPPAE.   
• Unlike traditional field education programs, you will rotate through more than one agency 

during the year; these will be carefully selected to give you a rich learning experience with 
older adults along a continuum of care.  

• The rotations are intensive, immersive, and sometimes exhilarating working environments 
where you will be challenged to think on your feet and apply your training to real-world 
situations.  

• The HPPAE rotations will give you the chance to “preview” different types of settings so you 
can get a better sense of the right fit for you when you’re job hunting.  

• The HPPAE will give you a leg up in your job search because you will have richer depth of 
field experience, which prospective employers value.  

• The HPPAE rotations will also serve you on the job as you adjust to different agency realities 
and clients at different stages of their lives.   

4. The HPPAE is driven by innovative partnerships between universities and community-
based agencies. (Partnership Feature) 

Supporting Messages: 
• Because the school and agencies are working closely together, you will benefit from a unique 

curriculum that integrates rigorous academic learning with real-world exposure to a broad 
range of older adult care issues.   

• You will benefit from close mentoring and attention from your field instructor, who will 
oversee your rotations.   

• You may take part in a special seminar series where you can troubleshoot issues that arise 
during your rotation placement and learn from guest speakers from the field agencies.   

5. Graduating from the HPPAE will establish you as a leader in the field of aging and social 
work. (Leadership) 

Supporting Messages: 
• The HPPAE will provide you with a broader and richer understanding of the healthcare 

system as a whole, which will give you the perspective to be a leader in addressing quality of 
care at multiple levels.   

• The HPPAE will enable you to build a portfolio demonstrating your competencies that can be 
shared with employers. You may have opportunities to make presentations to community 
groups and attend conferences.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              


