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CSWE CGLRP: Online Module for teaching in the HBSE Curriculum

 Orphaned and Vulnerable Children and Brain Development: How the Poverty of Experience

 Disrupts Brain Development

1) Karen Smith Rotabi, PhD, MSW, MPH with Rosemary L. Farmer, PhD, LCSW of Virginia Commonwealth University School of Social Work.

2) Purpose of the module

To provide an overview of the impact of institutionalization development of the child’s brain, with an emphasis on early childhood. Briefly described are the conditions of orphaned and vulnerable children worldwide and the institutional or “orphanage” experience. Then, basic brain development is covered with a case study of a child internationally adopted from Russia. The child’s treatment for a variety of psycho-social problems is discussed with use of a service dog as an innovative solution. 

3) Learning objectives:


a) To become familiar the impact of institutionalization and its impact on child and brain development.


b) To identify sensory deprivation issues (e.g. high care-giver child ratio) in institutions

c) To identify other issues of children who are institutionalized, including fetal alcohol syndrome, attachment disorders, and other health problems

c) To assess a particular case study of Iyal, a Russian adoptee

d) To consider the use of a therapy dog to help Iyal in his recovery from institutional care

4) Estimated time for module: 
Total time including reading is approximately 2:45-3:15 hours. The breakdown of specific activities is as follows:

· The length of the video is just under 40 minutes 

· The reading is estimated take 1 ½  hour – 2  hours

· The discussion time is estimated at 30-45 minutes 

5) EPAS competencies being addressed:

Apply knowledge of human behavior and the social and environment (EPAS 2.1.7).

u.
Utilize conceptual frameworks to guide the processes of assessment, intervention, and evaluation


v.
Critique and apply knowledge to understand person and environment.

6) Suggested use of the learning module- including where it might fit in the HBSE curriculum:

This lesson plan and video is useful when covering brain development and early childhood development. Video is accessible at: 

https://blackboard.vcu.edu/bbcswebdav/users/jmkincannon/RotabiBook/wonderdog.html
7) Source used:

Farmer, R. L. (2010). Neuroscience and social work practice:  The missing link. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

8) Required reading and web link:

New York Times Article (Wonder Dog) used for the Case Study: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/05/magazine/wonder-dog.html?pagewanted=all
The Leiden Conference on the Development and Care of Children without Permanent Parents (2010). The development and care of institutionally reared children. Child Development Perspectives, 6(2), 174-180. Available from http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1750-8606.2011.00231.x/pdf
Balbernie R (2001). Circuits and circumstances: the neurobiological consequences of 

Early relationship experiences and how they shape later behaviour. Journal of Child 

Psychotherapy, 27(3), 237–255.

Roberson, K. (2006). Attachment and caregiving behavioral systems in intercountry adoption: A review of the literature. Children and Youth Services Review, 28(7), 727–740. doi:10.1016/j.childyouth.2005.07.008
Assignment and Group Discussion

1.   Instructor introduces the topic generally with a quick overview of attachment disorders signs and symptoms.

2. Watch the video presentation developed for this lesson plan and read the NY Times article (above).

3. Initiate a discussion group, using discussion board, on your response to Iyal’s case.

a. Initial response and also how sensory deprivation, attachment disorders, and fetal alcohol syndrome may be an issue for children in substitute/alternative care worldwide, including group home and foster care in the US and implications of this high-resource context. Do you have practice experience with similar children in the US? Have you observed children in institutions abroad?  

b. What characteristics does Iyal have in terms of attachment disorder?

c. Discuss: The service dog that is presented and explore, as a group, identify how service dogs could be used for thousands of unparented children worldwide. What are the possibilities and barriers to this service innovation? Identify strategies for promoting the service dog intervention and barriers to actual intervention implementation.

2. Write a one-page reflective essay on this group discussion with a focus on your personal opinion on the following: Is it practical to treat thousands of unparented and then adopted children with service animals to help them heal? How might that intervention be systematically adopted (what organizations government or non-government could implement the animal intervention)? Should our government fund such an intervention? Or, is this a private approach for the profit or non-profit sector, perhaps for intercountry adoption agencies?

